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elective control under democracy, and it is wholly impossible, except among 
angels,, to find "elected managers — a sagacious and paternal group, free from 
interest of self and the play of baser passions and animated only by the thought 
of the public good," who will "gravely deliberate, wisely and justly decide." 
The most probable result, in the light of the known peculiar weaknesses of 
elective democracy, would be the rule of cliques, interests, bosses, incompetents, 
popular spendthrifts, and crooked partisans, in an unending conflict between 
business and politics, between private gain and the public good. Besides, under 
socialism freedom would cease; the elected boss would command the worker 
to his task and he must obey, under penalty of ostracism, prison, or starvation. 

In this dilemma between the present failure of individualism and the pros- 
pective failure of socialism, Professor Leacock urges moderation and sanity 
as against the dreams and demands of the perfectionist. He urges greater 
limitation upon our individualism by legislation and organization and by culti- 
vation ; he urges a higher sense of collective responsibility for the less fortunate 
of our people; he demands that we cease justifying manifest injustice by the 
principles of natural liberty and natural value and some of its extravagant 
doctrines, such as Malthusianism. He names certain pressing reforms. 

It is a pleasure to find a critique of socialism which is not sheer ranting, 
intolerant and violent verbiage. Professor Leacock's attitude is markedly sane 
and composing, and his criticism is aimed at socialism reduced to its bare 
essentials. The sooner the opponents of socialism take this attitude and drive 
home the one essential objection that it is a mere perfectionist's dream and 
won't work, and leave off extravagant arraignment of its religious, political 
and social incidentals, the sooner will the Bolshevik menace be scattered. 

His proposals for social reform represent the changing attitude of social 
philosophers from individualism to collectivism as the basic premise. The war 
has had a tremendous effect in forcing the social point of view upon thinkers. 
These ideas of reform are in the air; they represent the program of conser- 
vatives, not of radicals, as against the Bolshevistic radicalism that demands a 
complete change of system. 

While his argument that the equation of value and cost of production is a 
worthless truism is quite debatable and is not essentially necessary to his con- 
clusions, his charge that the social inferences based upon it are non-sequitur, 
and fallacious, and deterrent to social reform, is quite tenable when the inferences 
are carried to their logical conclusions and considered with respect to particular 
persons, places, or times. Applying his method of logic, it is true that produc- 
tion for profit and not for satiation of human wants of everybody for the 
necessaries does prevent an excessive disposition of human effort to a few 
simple products, does diversify our activities and satisfy a diversity of tastes 
which we are pleased to regard the measure of our civilization, and does pro- 
mote social and industrial progress, so measured. Whether these results are 
preferable to the satiation of all necessary wants is, of course, debatable. At 
present, prices and profits do direct human energy, and behind these lie human 
wants and desires. 

Ray B. Westeefeeld 

Yale University 
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